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letter. Imagine Dr. Ingram replying at length to an Eton boy (not of the fold) who wishes to look smart at Cambridge, and sends him a list of questions about the astronomical opinions of Sir Robert Ball and the philosophy of Professor Ward.
The huge collection of Augustine's letters contains scores of equally interesting documents. A widower has sent to ask him for a panegyric of his late wife; he gets one, together with a lengthy dissertation on his own vices. An enterprising young woman writes to tell him that the scandals in the Church greatly disturb her, and she is consoled at great length. A married woman writes to tell him that her husband has ' broken out.' She had taken a vow of chastity, and had succeeded in persuading him to do likewise; but when she went on to add a vow of poverty, and give all their valuables to a couple of vagabond monks who passed along, the husband's less heroic virtue broke down. Augustine writes her a patient ethical analysis of the situation, the only defect of which is that he insists she shall keep her vow of continence. Another Christian sends a formidable list of difficulties. Is it lawful to kill an aggressor in self-defence ? to eat foods should be read by one who would know Augustine. What reply I made to that I do not care to remember, and I trust you do not.1 <i| thr Kiii.i, In «j.«!- .,- r prelate takes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
